OutFront’s Keeping the Promise Scholarship Award
About OutFront
OutFront formed in 1999 with a mission to fill the need for an inclusive, issues-based and bipartisan group to represent the political and legislative concerns of Philadelphia’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) communities. Prior to it’s dissolution in November 2008, OutFront had many notable achievements (highlights below).  Upon dissolution, and in partnership with the Delaware valley Legacy Fund (DVLF), OutFront developed the Keeping the Promise Scholarship Award, which is dedicated to assisting transgender individuals with expenses relative to postsecondary education.  
1. Political Action: OutFront's Political Action Committee endorsed Governor Ed Rendell during his gubernatorial bid in 2002. OutFront was a major contributor to the Rendell campaign, organizing LGBT fundraisers in collaboration with the Human Rights Campaign, Liberty City Lesbian and Gay Democratic Club, PA Gay and Lesbian Alliance, and the PA Gender Rights Coalition, as well as various LGBT community leaders. OutFront believes that our community must have an ally in the governor's office to increase hate crime legislation and other laws that positively affect the LGBT and allied communities.
2. Legislative Advocacy: OutFront was instrumental in the research, preparation, advocacy, and passage of the addition of "gender identity" to the nondiscrimination language of the Philadelphia Fair Practices Code. Two board members, Michael Williams and Kathy Padilla, a transgender person, testified before City Council in support of the ordinance. OutFront has also worked to pass similar legislation in New Hope, Allentown, and Norristown, PA. 
3. Public Education: OutFront conducted diversity and sensitivity training with the Philadelphia School police in support of policy 102. OutFront has also have conducted training seminars on lobbying and communicating with government officials to help empower the community to be supportive of the legislation that affects us. Several attendees used their new skills to help affect the passage of the gender identity ordinance in Philadelphia and to help legislators pass the hate crimes measure at the state level.
4. Individual Advocacy: OutFront worked to resolve a discrimination complaint in Pennsylvania regarding a challenge to the right to vote based on sexual orientation.  Additionally, OutFront advised on the means to address political asylum issues for two LGBT community members based on their fear of prosecution and abuse should they return to their native countries.
Administration

The OutFront Keeping the Promise Scholarship Award of the Delaware Valley Legacy Fund was established in 2008.  DVLF serves to advance philanthropy within the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and intersex communities, and will disburse the awards upon receiving recommendations from its Outreach and Grantmaking Committee.

Criteria
The primary purpose of the OutFront Keeping the Promise Scholarship Award is to provide funds for education to transgender individuals who are pursuing higher education and/or building skills and have been accepted to and/or are enrolled in an accredited college/university or an approved trade/technical school or pursuing a degree online.  If an applicant is unsure if their school qualifies them for support, do not hesitate to contact DVLF at info@dvlf.org or call 215.563.6417, extension 117. 
Transgender people of color are strongly encouraged to apply.
Who Can Apply
· Philadelphia residents who have been accepted to and/or are enrolled in an accredited college/university or an approved trade/technical school or pursuing a degree online in the City of Philadelphia.
Restrictions
· The scholarship is available for Philadelphia residents who are U.S. Citizens or permanent residents. The scholarship may pay for tuition, room, board, books, and/or fees at an accredited college/university or an approved trade/technical school in the City of Philadelphia.

How to Apply

A completed application package should be submitted via email to info@dvlf.org.  Applications may also be sent via fax to 215-563-6882, or they may be dropped off or mailed to the following address:
R Perry Monastero, Ed.D.
Executive Director

Delaware Valley Legacy Fund

1234 Market Street, Suite 1800

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Application packages should include:

Essay - Please submit a 500 to 1,000 word essay on how this scholarship will help you achieve your future goals
References - Please provide one or two references:
▲
Academic (current school faculty or department head)

▲ 
And/or one employment/professional/volunteer reference
Excellence Standard

Scholarship awardees will be required to maintain an excellence standard. The excellence standard commits the student to a level of academic achievement.
      Specifically, the excellence standard requires the scholarship recipient to:

▲
Maintain a 3.0-point grade average during the academic year the scholarship is awarded.  If the grade point average falls below 3.0, the student may not be eligible to receive subsequent scholarship disbursements.

▲
Provide DVLF with transcripts for each term covered by the scholarship.

Application Fee
There is no application fee.

Where to Ask Questions

Contact the Delaware Valley Legacy Fund at 215.563.6417, extension 117 or info@dvlf.org.
Deadline and Schedule

Fully completed applications must be received no later than June 22, 2009.  The recipient will be announced on or before August 5, 2009.
Terms of Awards

Award(s) will be disbursed in August 2009 before the semester begins.  The Delaware Valley Legacy Fund will work with the college/university or trade/technical school to determine the best schedule for distributing awards, which will be sent directly to the institution.  No payments will be made directly to students. The value of the award for 2009 is $1,900.
Return of Awards

Recipients who are unable to finish the academic year may be asked to reimburse the DVLF to replenish the scholarship award for another student.  Students suspended from school for inadequate academic performance, disciplinary action, or who were charged with a criminal offense will be asked to repay their entire scholarship to DVLF. 
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