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Make an online donation to help support DVLF

Consider making a contribution to the Delaware Valley Legacy Fund.  Every $100 invested in DVLF nets $1,700 permanent dollars for the community.  Help build the LGBT community In PA, DE, and NJ through philanthropy today.  

Click here to donate.
Volunteer Opportunities
DVLF needs additional volunteers:

Marketing Committee being formed now.

Volunteers (5-6) for DVLF's signature events: Alliance, Heroes, Toy, Platinum, and Rehoboth Idol.

Contact Sheldon Bowman-Brunk if you can help
sheldon@ourhumblehome.org
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2008 Sponsors
Platinum
$20,000 & above



The Philadelphia Foundation
Gold
$10,000 & above
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Brian Odelli




Silver - $5,000+
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City of Philadelphia Employees
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Rainbow - $2,500+



Lauren Nassau
Andrew Charles Catering
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Dericom Enterprises
Lavender-$1,000 & above
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RE/MAX CitySpace
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EXP Magazine
Legacy Society
The Legacy Society has grown to 39 charter members with expected bequest gifts of $7.75 million. For more information on all of the charitable vehicles available, or for more information about DVLF's Legacy Society, please contact Honorary Chair, Steve Glassman, at info@dvlf.org.
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Technical, Financial, & Marketing Assistance
Consulting assistance has recently been provided to 25 members of the DVLF Racial Equity Initiative.  

Programs on finding a fiscal sponsor, budget building, and identifying new grant money are subjects for 2008 seminars.  Organizations interested in attending should contact DVLF.

Contact Information[image: image29.png]



R Perry Monastero, Ed.D.
Executive Director
Delaware Valley Legacy Fund
The Philadelphia Foundation
1234 Market Street
Suite 1800
Philadelphia, PA 19107
P: 215.563.6417, ext. 117
F: 215.563.6882
pmonastero@philafound.org
 "How would you like to leave a legacy?"

	DVLF Newsletter 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Ethical Will Writing Seminar @ Imago Dei MCC
DATE: Sunday, April 20, 2008
TIME: 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. (includes lunch)
LOCATION: 1223 Middletown Road, Glen Mills, PA 19342
Presenters include: Wade Scott, Esq. & Stephen Rifici

Lesbians & Money: How to Avoid Extra Taxes & Plan for Your Future
DATE [image: image31.png]


: Saturday, May 3, 2008 (Part of Equality Forum)
TIME: 12:15 p.m. SHARP to 1:45 p.m. SHARP
LOCATION: Temple University - Center City
PARTNERING ORGANIZATION: Equality Advocates Pennsylvania
PRESENTERS: Lee Carpenter, Esq., Lauren Nassau, Lynn Rockwell, and Dee Wellmon

For all events please RSVP to Perry Monastero at pmonastero@philafound.org or 215-563-6417.

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
[image: image32.png]


Professional Advisors Network Notes

On Thursday, March 6, 2008, three members of DVLF's Professional Faculty joined members of Wyeth's LGBT employee group (Rainbow Alliance) for a lunchtime discussion on financial and life planning issues.  Members of Wyeth's Rainbow Alliance hosted DVLF at their Collegeville, PA location, and others joined us via teleconference from Chicago, Texas, England, and many other locations.  Ted Greenberg, Lynn Tomaro, and Jeremy Gussick led the discussion, which included topics such as financial planning, insurance planning, philanthropy, wills, powers of attorney, among others.  Feedback from the event has been very positive. If your employer or organization would like to have members of DVLF's Professional Faculty for a similar event, please contact DVLF. 

 


Update from Local High School GSA
Last month the Martin Luther King High School Gay-Straight Alliance's Rainbow Room caught fire and destroyed nearly all of the contents.  Since our appeal for help, we thank all of you for answering our call, including David Perkiss, PFLAG-Philadelphia, and Mel Heifetz.

Donations of any kind to rebuild the Rainbow Room at MLK HS are greatly appreciated and needed.  Please contact DVLF for more information.
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NEW GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS
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Leeway Foundation[image: image47.jpg]
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The Leeway Foundation is now accepting submissions for two grants: The Art and Change and the Leeway Transformation Awards.  Both grants fund women and trans artists (includin those identifying as transgender, transsexual, and/or genderqueer) living in the Delaware Valley region of Bucks, Camden, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, and Philadelphia Counties, who engage in art and social change work and have financial need.

The Art and Change Grant provides project-based grants of up to $2,500 for social change projects.  The deadlines for this grant are June 16, 2008 and September 8, 2008.

The Leeway Transformation Awards provide unrestricted awards of $15,000 to women and trans artists who create art for social change and have done so for the past five years or more, demonstrating a long-term commitment to social change.  Deadline: May 5, 2008.

For more information visit www.leeway.org.

House of Manolo Blahnik[image: image48.png]



The House of Manolo Blahnik Scholarship Fund is granted to LGBT individuals, who participate in Balls, and are enrolled in an accredited institution of higher learning and/or individuals who are graduating seniors who have been accepted to an accredited insitution of higher learning.

Applicants must be African American, Asian Pacific Islanders, Hispanics or other racial/ethnic minority persons.  The House of Blahnik will issue a one time award in the amount of $1,000 to $5,000 to each student selected. [image: image35.png]




Applications are due by April 30, 2008.  For scholarship applications and guidelines email info@houseofblahnik.org or visit www.houseofblahnik.org

Cable Positive
Cable Positive, the cable and telecommunication industry's AIDS action organization, will be opening it's next grant cycle in mid-September.  All HIV/AIDS service organizations are encouraged to explore their website at www.cablepositive.org.


Cable Positive's mission is to mobilize the talents, resources, access and influence of the cable and telecommunications industry to raise HIV/AIDS awareness; support HIV/AIDS education, prevention and care; and strive to end stigma by creating a more compassionate climate for people whose lives have been affected by HIV or AIDS.

For information on Cable Positive grants contact Jennifer Medina at jennifer@cablepositive.org 
or 212-459-1504.

PHOTOS FROM NATIONAL LESBIAN & GAY JOURNALISTS ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP EVENT - photo credit, NLGJA & Jason Smith (NYC)
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NATIONAL ADOPTION PROGRAM CALLS ON GAYS & LESBIANS
by KYW's Hadas Kuznits
The National Adoption Center is reaching out to the gay and lesbian community to be parents.

The support program for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered parents considering adoption is sponsored by the Delaware Valley Legacy Fund, on which 19-year-old Sheldon Bowman-Brunk is a board member.

"It's about recruiting LGBT families to adopt, because I think they're a great resource that hasn't really been tapped into in terms of adopting."

Bowman-Brunk says it's also important for parents to consider older children for adoption.  He was adopted two years ago by Lloyd Bowman and Doug Brunk.  Brunk says adoption is a new option that the LGBT community is entertaining.

"It's just kind of a new option even that people are entertaining.  Not many people have tried it before -- didn't even know that it was a possibility and thought there would be too many hurdles to jump through for it to happen, but I think those hurdles are falling down and it's more of an option for us."

(Kuznits): "How is life different being adopted than being in the foster care system?" [image: image41.png]




"Well, in short, it's a lot better."

A lot better for Bowman-Brunk, who is a student at the University of Pennsylvania.  It's an opportunity that never would have been an option for him as a foster child.

For more information call 215-735-9988, ext. 311.

CELEBRATING WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH
Victoria Woodhull & Sexual Freedom
"A very large proportion of present social relations are commendable. Do you not perceive that the law has nothing to do in continuing the relations which are based on continuous love?" - Victoria Woodhull (1838 - 1927) 

The first woman to run for U.S. President (before all women even had the right to vote) is best known for advocating women's sexual freedom during America's repressive Victorian Age. That visionary was Victoria Woodhull, a woman living in the Victoria era who refused to be constrained by the sexual repression of that age. [image: image42.png]



As part of the celebration of Women's History Month, we recognize Woodhull's contributions to the world in which we live today.

At a time when women were expected to be sexually passionless, to engage in sex solely for marital reproduction, and typically denied the right to make meaningful decisions about their bodies, Victoria Woodhull advanced more positive attitudes about sexuality.

"I am a free lover. I have an inalienable, constitutional and natural right to love whom I may, to love as long or short a period as I can; to change that love every day if I please."

Women's History Month has been celebrated every March since 1987 to increase awareness of the accomplishments of women, too often omitted from history textbooks. March was chosen in honor of International Women's Day, which was observed for the first time in 1913 by Russian women campaigning for peace on the brink of World War I.

With thousands of annual events throughout the world, Women's History Month has helped create a more complete picture of American and world history for teachers and students across the globe.

One critical aspect of our history being reconstructed and reclaimed through "women's history" is the inclusion of topics such as birth control, sexual freedom, domestic law, and female sexuality. Researchers and social scientists have barely scratched the surface of a rich and fascinating history that helps us understand where we have come from-and where we are today.

"All that is good and commendable now existing would continue to exist if all marriage laws were repealed tomorrow . . ."
For centuries, powerful forces have worked hard to strip sexuality from the West's cultural history. For five centuries the Vatican published lists of books forbidden to Catholics. "Wholesome," Bowdlerized versions of the Bible and Shakespeare polluted the 19th century. Islamic invaders destroyed erotic art across Medieval Europe and Asia. New York Postal Inspector Anthony Comstock destroyed 15 tons of books. Margaret Sanger was jailed for opening America's first birth control clinic. Alfred Kinsey lost his funding as punishment for doing sex research. [image: image43.png]



"I shall not change my course because those who assume to be better than I desire it."
Women's history IS history, as much as Socrates, 1776, and the steam engine are history. And Victoria Woodhull is a part of that history and her words often reflect the issues we face today.

"My judges preach against free love openly, practice it secretly."
Though much has changed since the Victorian era, we still face negative attitudes about sexuality in our culture today.  People are still stigmatized, systematically discriminated against, even brutally victimized because of their sexual expression. Many, many others lack access to the sexual health care and information that should be every human's birthright.

The Woodhull Freedom Foundation is grateful for the contributions that women throughout history have made towards achieving sexual freedom. We are proud to be part of that work today, and reaffirm our commitment to accomplishing Victoria Woodhull's sex-positive vision--the recognition of sexual freedom as everyone's fundamental human right!

Ricci J. Levy
Executive Director 
The Woodhull Freedom Foundation

For more information on the Woodhull Freedom Foundation visit www.woodhullfoundation.org
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IMPORTANT FINANCIAL PLANNING INFORMATION
Make a Charity the Beneficiary of an IRA or Retirement Plan
If you have funds in an IRA or employer-sponsored retirement plan, you can name your favorite charity as a beneficiary.  Naming a charity as a beneficiary can provide double tax savings.

First, the charitable gift will be deductible for estate tax purposes.

Second, the charity will not have to pay any income tax on the funds it receives.

This double benefit can save combined taxes that otherwise could eat up a substantial portion of your retirement account.

Lauren Nassau, Ameriprise Financial
DVLF Professional Faculty Member 

lauren.f.nassau@ampf.com 

(610) 825-9055
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WHAT IS THE DELAWARE VALLEY LEGACY FUND?

DVLF's mission is to raise the permanent endowment for the LGBTI and Allied communities.  DVLF provides capacity-building, marketing, and fundraising assistance to community organizations.  DVLF convenes planned giving trainings to legal and financial professionals, individuals, and organizations to help protect individuals, their loved ones, their assets, and to assist them in supporting their favorite charities.  Through a partnership with the Philadelphia Foundation, DVLF offers both donors and institutions numerous charitable vehicles.  Since 1996, DVLF helped found and foster dozens of LGBTI-serving nonprofits, including the Attic Youth Center, William Way Community Center, ASIAC, Mountain Meadow, COLOURS, and Equality Advocates Pennsylvania, formerly known as the Center for Lesbian & Gay Civil Rights.
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